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The AGAPE Service Project

AGAPE MISSION

· To foster understanding of Christ’s presence in and through serving in Whatcom County, as well as the reason Catholic Christians are called to serve.  “Whatsoever you do to the least of my brothers so you do unto me.” Mt. 25:40

· To help participants recognize the Catholic churches rich tradition of generosity, service and compassion.

· To understand what “social justice” is from a Catholic Christian standpoint.

· To expand participant’s world view through service experiences.
· To help participants realize how they can impact their local community and the world through serving others, and having a mission and understanding of service.

· To inspire participants to continue answering their “call to service” throughout their lives.
· To address the needs of the Migrant community by providing food and clothing.
PROGRAMMING

Agape has four full time Program Directors who coordinate the service projects, lead ice breakers and community building, and facilitate morning and evening sessions of prayer and reflection.  

GROUPS

The maximum amount of participants per week is 30; if a group is smaller, you may have the opportunity to combine with another group.  Groups will only be combined with groups of the same age (i.e. Jr. High with Jr. High, Sr. High with Sr. High).  
*We will be offering a Young Adult Week for those who are 18-25.  The date of the week is yet to be determined.  Please let young adults know about this opportunity to serve with their peers!  If you know anyone who is interested please let us know so we can get them information.  
ADULT LEADERS

For every 7 youth you must have an adult chaperone and if there are groups of mixed gender there must be both female and male adult chaperones for the entire week. (i.e. 3 boys 4 girls = 1 male and 1 female chaperone.)   The Archdiocesan Volunteer Background Check must be filled out completely and have been processed and received by your parish PRIOR to your week.  They must also have attended the Archdiocesan Called To Protect Program.
Adult leaders will chaperone youth at all times and are responsible for the behavior management of all youth. Please be advised the Program Directors are not chaperones or drivers.

TRANSPORTATION

Adult leaders are responsible for their group’s transportation to and from The Agape Service Project, as well as to and from service sites during the week.  All drivers must be 21 years or older and have an approved Archdiocese of Seattle Driver Information form on file at their Parish.
MEALS and LODGING

***In keeping with the spirit of The Agape Service Project, the meals and lodging are simple. 

All food for meals is provided.  Each group will share in the responsibility of cooking and serving meals in community.  The Agape Service project includes: 4 dinners, 4 lunches and 5 breakfasts, as well as daily snacks and beverages.  We ask that if you wish to provide special treats for your group you discuss this with the program coordinator prior to your week, so as to not conflict with any programming or other groups. 

Please notify us in advance of any special dietary needs, some may require the participant with special dietary needs to supplement their daily meals with food from home.  

Groups will stay at Sacred Heart Parish in Bellingham.  Participants will stay in the Parish Hall & Religious Education Classrooms.  Groups will sleep in separate rooms according to gender, and will be sleeping on the floor.  Participants are encouraged to bring a sleeping mat.  Showers are available at a local swimming pool and YMCA twice during the week. 
SERVICE PROJECTS

Your group will have the opportunity to do various service projects throughout the week.  Here are some projects they will be involved in:

-Walking Food Drive 

Youth will be in groups with adult chaperone to collect food in Bellingham neighborhoods. Food collected will be used for food bank distribution. 

-Food tables at grocery stores in Whatcom County 


Teams will collect food at local grocery stores to be used for food bank distribution.

-Agape Food Bank 

Teams will set up & run a food bank for Migrant workers.

-Migrant Immersion Day

Experiencing the typical day of a migrant worker.

-Service at local Migrant Camp
Groups will promote and invite people to the Agape Food Bank.  Groups will have the opportunity to provide and facilitate sports, games, and crafts for children at the Migrant Camp.
-Donations

Groups are asked to collect donations in their communities prior to their week. What you 
bring up will be used to stock the food bank along with what is collected through the Walking 
Food Drive & Grocery Store Tabling.  The Agape Service Project will provide a list of possible 
items.  Some examples are: school supplies, toys, clothing, and food.  

Sample AGAPE 2012 SCHEDULE 
	Sunday
6:00pm-Groups Arrive
6:30 pm -Welcome/Community Building/Program Orientation 
8:00pm -Evening Session & Prayer
9:00pm -Snack
9:15pm -Adult Leader Meeting & Youth Free Time 
11:00pm -Lights Out 

Monday
8:00am-Wake - Up 
8:15am-Breakfast
9:15am-Morning Prayer
9:30am-Walking Food Drive Guidelines
10:00am-Start Walking Food Drive
12:30pm-Return from Walking Food Drive
1:00pm-Lunch 
1:45pm-Clean Up Lunch and Do Chores
2:30pm-Head Out to local Grocery Stores for collecting food
5:00pm-Arrive Back at Sacred Heart
5:45pm- Dinner
6:30-7:45pm-Evening Activity
8:00pm-Reflection
9:00pm-Youth Free Time & Adult Meeting
11:00pm-Lights Out

Tuesday (Migrant Immersion Day)

Wednesday
8:15am-Wake – Up and get ready
8:45am-Breakfast
9:15am-Morning Prayer
9:30am-3pm-Food Bank Preparations
12pm-Lunch
3:30pm-Food Bank
7:00pm-Return to Sacred Heart
7:15pm-Dinner
8pm-Reflection & Prayer
9:30pm-Adult Meeting, Youth Free Time
11:30pm-Lights Out


	Thursday
8:15am-Wake – Up and get ready
8:45am-Breakfast
9:15am-Morning Prayer
9:30am-Distribute Walking Food Drive Flyers
12:10pm-Mass at Sacred Heart
12:45pm-Lunch
2:00-5pm-Swimming and Showers
5:30pm-Service at Migrant Camp with a BBQ
9:00pm-Return to Sacred Heart/ Reflection & Prayer
10:15pm-Adult Meeting, Youth Free Time
11:30pm-Lights Out

Friday
8:00am-Wake - Up
8:30am-Breakfast
9:00am-Packing & Clean Up
11:00am-Closing Session
12:00pm-Depart
 




*The schedule is subject to change depending on needs of service projects, facilities, and activities.  You will be given an updated schedule upon your arrival at Agape.

The Agape Service Project 

Program Costs and Payment Policies

The Program fee for The Agape Service Project is $150 per youth participant (in addition to the $500 non-refundable deposit).  In order to make finding chaperones easier, as well as make service projects more affordable, for the time being, we are able to offer the program for NO CHARGE (That’s right it’s FREE ( ) for your Adult Chaperones. 

The program fee includes 5 nights lodging and food (4 dinners, 4 lunches, and 5 breakfasts, plus daily snacks and beverages), t-shirt, program resources (Hand outs etc.), recreation fees (pool time) and misc. supplies.

Registration and Payment Schedule

-a $500 non-refundable deposit is due with your registration to secure your week
-A first payment of $50 per youth participant is due by May 1st along with a Participant List with pertinent contact information. This payment is also non-refundable.

-Final balance for each youth participant is due 1 month prior to your scheduled week.  Your final participant list and their permission forms must also be included.

Cancellations & Credits

Throughout the year financial and service commitments are made to local service agencies, program coordinators, facilities and staff.  These commitments are based upon projected participants.   Once a week is reserved, other groups are turned down for that week.  For these reasons, we have had to create the following cancellation policies.

Refund Policy
-The initial deposit is non-refundable.

-If you have paid a $50 deposit for a participant who then cancels, the $50 may be credited towards your final payment, but will not be refunded. 


Contact






 Position





Work Phone  





 Cell Phone






Work Fax 




 Email








Parish/School












Street Address 













City






 State 


 Zip



Please estimate how many youth & adults will be participating in Agape:
# of Youth 


  # of Adults



Total



*Per Archdiocesan Policy, For every 7 youth you need an adult chaperone and if there are groups of mixed gender there must be both female and male adults for the entire week.  

Please indicate the age group of your participants:


  6-9th Grade  OR     

  9-12th Grade  OR    

  6-12th Grade
The final number of participants is due May 1, 2011.
Agape Weeks:  Please indicate your top 2 preferences below with the numbers 1 & 2:
       June 17-22            June 24-29        July 8-13         July 15-20
        July 22-27        July 29-August 3          August 5-10
          Yes!  My $500 deposit is enclosed (Payable to NCCM).

Mail this form along with your deposit check to:

Newman Catholic Campus Ministry

Agape Service Project

 714-A North Garden St 

Bellingham, WA 98225

I understand the $500 deposit reserves a week for our group, and is non-refundable.

If you have questions please contact:
Rachael Becker, Campus Minister

Newman Catholic Campus Ministry
Office: 360-410-0218 Cell:360-393-5060

Email: rachael@westerncatholic.org
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